CHAPTER IV
HIS FATHER'S  SON

The career of Sir Austen Chamberlain falls into two
parts, divided by the resignation of Mr. Lloyd George's
administration, in which he was Lord Privy Seal, in
1922. During the first of these periods he was
primarily, one might almost say exclusively, concerned
with domestic and Imperial problems, whereas during
the second it was the international situation that was
his pre-occupation. Indeed, it appears to be the des-
tiny of the Chamberlains to be sooner or later called
from the field of home, into that of foreign, politics.
It was the fate of Joseph Chamberlain to have to
negotiate with Germany at a particularly difficult
juncture; his elder son had sat in the House of
Commons for over thirty years, and had filled some
of the most important offices under the Crown, before
he became Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, but
it is for his work in this latter capacity that his name
will go down to history; and now his younger son,
become Prime Minister, finds his energies increasingly
absorbed by the complexities of a situation more
difficult than either of the other two members of his
family ever knew.

Joseph Austen Chamberlain was born in 1863, and
his mother died at his birth. We have aready seen
how shaken the widower was by this blow, but it was
not until many years later that the boy realized what
the loss had meant to his father. One evening soon
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